Agenda February 22, 2020- 6:30pm- 7:52pm
“Ottawa South Eco Action Network is a group of volunteer environmental activists working in Ottawa South. Our aim is to support people in our area who are taking action in motivating and enabling others to become low waste households, protecting green spaces and wildlife, combating climate change, and encouraging the government to pass more sustainable legislation. We believe in thinking globally and acting locally.”
Date and time of next meeting:  Monday, March 23rd at 6:30pm at Erin’s place
Present: Sue, Heather, Aija, Erin, Marianne
Regrets: Dave
1. Welcome new members/introductions.  Sue McCarthy visited tonight.  She is the vice-president of the Hunt Club Community Association.  They have started up an environment sub-committee and they are in the primary stages of development.  They are working on connecting with groups in the community and determining priorities.  They are also hosting city representatives from Climate Change and Resiliency as well as Urban Forest Management in a future meeting that OSEAN members are invited to.  Sue herself is suggesting to Riley that we develop a Ward Council with leaders representing all sectors (environment being one). 

2. Meeting layout - Suggestions were made to begin meeting with time dedicated to current actions (i.e., Earth Day, Tree Planting, etc.) followed by time dedicated to discussing future actions, followed by a time to recap last meeting/do follow up.  Group members were amenable.  A suggestion of a maximum meeting time of two hours was also discussed and approved. 

3. CURRENT ACTIONS: Earth Day prep

The date for this year’s festival is April 18th and should be once again hosted at Hunt Club Riverside.  Marianne brought up it might be worth doing more that our regular table and game as this is Earth Day’s 50th anniversary.  Potential ideas floated were: a walk in the woods with Owen Clarkin (Sue to try to arrange and will get back to us), having a bike expert come to do a “fix your bike” (Marianne to arrange), hosting park clean-up (HCCA to spearhead), hosting a talk on naturalizing our gardens and handing out milkweed seeds (Marianne will talk with Sandy from Fletcher Wildlife). We will recap next month.

4. POTENTIAL ACTIONS: Grant application and tree planting

Marianne is going to fill out an application for the TD Parks and People Grant for March 2nd. This grant awards $2000 to groups in order to promote park activities.  As we already host various events, Marianne will try to link these to the grant application in order to secure future funding.  Ideas discussed for potential events included: Earth Day, the Pumpkin parade, the Fall Festival, and tree planting at Riverview Park.  Heather is in the midst of filling out a city application (with members from the Riverview Park Community Association) to plant swamp white oak trees at Riverview park, and it was decided this would be a solid match for the TD parks application. Sue mentioned that the HCCA has won this grant in the past by hosting Art in the Park, a walk in Paul Landry park, and a picnic in the park.  This year they are hosting Art in the Park again, and would look to working together with us on this if we wanted to team up.

5. RECAP/FOLLOW UP:

- Green bins article: Dave had sent out a great article about green bins, and Heather mentioned putting this up on our media pages. It was decided that any non-controversial topics/articles were good to be posted by any member to our media pages without need for further consultation.
- To shame or not to shame: the group discussed the idea of calling out companies for the negative impacts they are having on the environment.  The group agreed to have one test “tweet” to see if this will up our retweets and give OSEAN more visibility.  We agreed the comments should be framed in a “rant” style similar to Rick Mercer vs. an outright shaming.
- Terracycle and city: we agreed to table this idea at next meeting.
- Letter writing: we agreed to table this idea at next meeting.
- Dave as online group manager: Aija spoke with Dave about taking over the OSEAN group and she is working on getting a Gmail account to do so.  Marianne has now been added as admin.  Dave will continue to send links to articles via OSEAN Research.

- Response to blurb/community association invites: Last month Heather created a blurb about OSEAN and invitation to join OSEAN which was circulated to many associations in Ottawa South.  We received many positive responses.  Elwood reached out, HCCA reached out, Riley Brockington reached out and forwarded it to many organizations, and so did David McGuinty’s office.  Win!  We discussed posting this as a Facebook advertisement to gain viewership but decided that this was not the ideal platform.

- Marianne’s cleaning workshop and “Tissues for Tushies/Cleaning up the Crapital/Cheeks for Change/Your Roll in Climate Change”:  Marianne is hosting a guest speaker at her house this Sunday, February 23rd who will talk about natural cleaners in the home.  This event is open to the public and relevant info is on our media pages.  She is also working on the toilet paper challenge whereupon she will give five different toilet paper brands made from recycled paper and offer them to people wanting to take the challenge for five bucks (one dollar per roll).  The money raised will potentially be used to buy toilet paper made from recycled paper for the local Food Bank to help address the idea that people in poverty don’t have the capacity to think about climate change action as they are more worried about survival, and how as we lift people out of poverty, everyone wins - including the environment.

6. Other:

Aija - Billings Bridge food court.  Aija found the contact for Billings Bridge food court and will follow up with her regarding switching to reusable, recyclable, compostable cutlery/dishware provided to customers by businesses there.  She also contacted Ottawa Reduces and suggested they may be interested in approaching malls such as Billings Bridge.  The group answered that they are concentrating on businesses that will move to cutlery/dishware they can wash/reuse, and not so much asking bigger institutions still using styrofoam to switch to recyclable/compostable options.

Heather - Website Blog.  Heather has written a blog about Ottawa Reduces and has linked it to their Facebook page.  She will link to their website when it is available.
